[25 Aucusr, 1938.]

Aegislative Council,
Thursday, 25th August, 1938.

PAGB

Questions : Betting, fines 369
Stale Shipping Sen lce—l IR l\nngaroo 368
Trahe Act Ucense Tees and flnes” . 389
Address-in- rcpry, ninth day ... 360

The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BETTING FINES.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief Sce-
retary : What were the total amounts of fines
imposed by the courts in starhing-price bet-
ting cases—(a)} in the metropolitan area for
the years 1934-35, 1935-36, 1936-37, 1937-
38, and for the year 1938-39 ap to 1st Ang-
ust; (b) in country districts for the same
periods?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: (a)
Tatal metropolitan area: 1934-35, £7,070;
1933-36, £10,153 10s.; 1936-37, £12,646;
1937-38, £16,396 10s.; 1st July, 1938, to 1st
August, 1938, £1,695. (b} Country dis-
iriets: 1934-35, £650; 1935-36, £1,498 10s.;
1836-37, £2,071; 1937-38, £3,894 6s.; 1st
July, 1938, to 1st August, 1938, £405.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE.

M.V. “Kangaroo.”

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: Regarding the sale of the m.v.
“Kangaroo”—1, To whom was the vessel
sold? 2, At what price? 3, Cash or terms?
4, {a) Were tenders called?; (b) If not,
why not? 5, Through what agency was the
sale effected? 6, (a) How was the estimated
valne for sale arrived at? and (b) by whom?
7, (a) Was the vessel recently redecked? (h)
If so, what was the cost thereof?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Nils Frie Amelon Mollor. 2, £25,000. 3,
Cash. 4, (a) Noj; (b) it is not customary
nor advisable to call for tenders in such
matters. 3, The purchaser’s duly anthorised
representative in Aunstralia. 6, (a) By test-
ing the current market value in the United
Kinedom; (b) the Agent General in con-
junetion with reputable ship brokers. 7 (a)
No: in February, 1938, portion of upper
deck was sheathed and main deck patched
as necessary in aeccordance with Lloyd’s
requirements; (b) £2,740.
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M.V, “Koolama.”

Hon. C. F. BANXTER asked the Chief
Seeretary: 1, What was the fuli purchase
price, in Australian currency, of the m.v,
“ILoolama? 2, What was paid, in connection
with the purehasg, for—(a) brakerage? (b)
interest on debenture? (¢) exchange?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£266,000 sterling. \[one) raised in London.
2 (a) Xil; (b} 315 per eenf. per annum;
(e) Nil

QUESTION—TRAFTIC ACT.
License Iees and Fines.

Hon., A. THOMSOXN asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What arc the total amounts col-
lected for the year hy way of license fees
in the metropolitan area on—(a) motor
buses carrying passengers; (b) motor cars;
(e) motor trucks; (d} tvailers; (e) motor
cycles? 2, The total anwounts collected by
municipalities and road boards ouniside the
metropolitan. avea by way of lceense fees
on—{a} motor buses earryving passengevs;
{b) motor cars; (¢) motor trucks; (d) trail-
crs; (e) motor cveles? 3, The total amounts
collected by the Police Department in -
drivers’ license fees? 4, The total amount
collected by the Traffic Court in fines for
breaches of the Tralfic Act and regulations
for the 12 months ended the 30th June,
10382

The CHIEF SECRETARY replicd: 1, For

the 12 months ended the 30th June last:—
(a) £4,334 6s. 102, (b) £119,161 18s. (e)
£53, 590 17s. 2d. (d) £1,452 14s. 6d. (e}

£4,625 19s. 3d. These figures arc gross eol-
lections, and are subject to reduction by
reason of refunds to owners of vehicles that
have been serapped for various reasons, and
to local authorities for vehicles transferred
to their districts. 2, For the 12 months
ended the 30th June, 1937:—(a) £1,542. (b)
£101,054. (e) £79,526, (d) £1,506. (e)
£2954. 3, £20.801. 4, £9,801.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth Day.
Debhate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-BEast)
[4.38]: At the outset I desire to associate
myself with the congratulations that have
been offered to you, Mr. President, by pre-
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vious speakers. I can only add that, in my
opinion, the honour conferred upon you by
your re-election to the Chair was well de-
served, and I sincerely trust that you will
be spared for many years to preside over
our deliberations. I also extend my con-
gratulations to our two new members, Mr.
W, R. Hall and My, Dimmitt. I have had the
pleasure of knowing Mr. Hall for a number
of years, and have always admired his ¢our-
age and sincerity. As Chairman of the
Kalgoorlie Road Board he is a well-known
public figure on the goldfields, and in that
capacity has achieved much in the interests
of the town in which he lives. I am con-
fident that his knowledge of the goldfields
and their requirements will be of great value,
not only to his constituents but to the House.
I was greatly impressed by Mr. Dimmitt’s
maiden speech, respeeting which I offer him
my congratulations. Obvicusly he is a
strong opponent of the Government, but at
the same time I am sure that he will be fair
in his eriticisms and that his business know-
ledge will he of assistance to the House.
I also wish to allude to the wuuntimely
death of my colleague in the representation
of the North-East Provinee, the late Mr. C.
G. Eliott. Mr. Elliott had spent practically
the whole of his life on the goldfields carry-
ing on the oceupations of prospector, miner
and tributer. His life was devoted to the
mining industry, and to the advancement of
those employed in it. What he did on their
behalf is his finest epitaph.

As regards the Lient.-Governor's Speecly,
I think any impartial observer must come {o
the conclusion that the Governmeni has
accomplished a good deal. I am one who
will congratulate DMinisters on what they
have done. Various speakers have aceounted
for the Government’s achievements by attri-
buting them to the ingreased rcvenue that it
has received, or to the propifious seasons ex-
perienced during the time the Ministry has
been in office. But, no matfer what the rea-
son may be, I am one who in all fairness
feels hound fo say that a great deal has been
accomplished.

As representafive of a mining constitu-
ency, I wish first of all to refer to the healthy
condition of the mining indusiry. A perusal
of the report of the Mines Department
shows that the industry is in a much
healihier state than it had been in for many
vears past. The output of gold last year was
the highest for over 20 years, and at present
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more men are employed in the industry than
for many yeavs previously. The im-
portance of the industry to the State is
realised when we reeall that last year's gold
prodoction was  valued at 814 million
pounds, and that the industiry is probably
the largest employer of labour in the State.
For the benefit of members who have not
had an opportunity to peruse the report of
the Mines Department, I wish to bring to
their notice the following faets, drawn from
the repori:—

Yilgarn goldfield.—Another successful year
was experienced in this field, and an inercased
yvield of 23,397 finc ounces of gold was re-
corded.

Coolgardie goldficld.—This ficld showed an
inerease of 1,338 fine ouneces.

Dundas goldficld~This field showed a
vastly increased production of 17,108 fine
ounces of gold.

East Coolgardie goldfield—This field, com-
prising East Coolgardie and Buleng districts,
axperienced o most suceessful year, producing
1,181,806 tons and 429,175 fine onnces of gold.
These figures execeeded 1936 respeetively by
100,319 tons and 30,644 fine' ounces. The
number of men cngaged in goldmining was
4,250, which was an inerease of 184,

North-East Coolgardie goldfield—This field
showed an increased produetion, mainly
owing to the activity in the Kurnalpi dis-
trict. The field gave employment to 178 men.

Broad Arrow goldfield.—This field recorded
an increased tonnage but a smaller return
than in 1936. Tt was very active, however,
and contained many geod producers.

And so on.  In practically all the mining
centres inereased outputs were the rule last
vear, and more men were employed. Natur-
ally I cannot claim that the Government is
entitled to the whole credit for that state of
aflairs, but I do maintain that what I have
quoted is eloguent testimony to the sucecess
of the policy that the Government has ear-
ried out for many years in sponsoring and
supporting the industry to the hest of its
abilitv. 1 could refer fo towns snech as
Norseman, Wiluna, Big Bell, Kalgoorlie and
Coolgardie, which not many years ago were
strugeling but now are flourishing ecntres
carrying prosperous pepulations.

I wish to congratulate the Government
also on the assistance it has given to pros-
pectors. Prospeetors are still a vital part of
the mining industry; and although they arve
a race of men whe do not ask for mueh, their
welfare should he a consideration of every
Government. The present (Government has
a good record as regards the prospectors.
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The price payable for sands has been in-
creased from £4 to £4 4s. 11d. That does
not sound very much, but it means many
thousands of pounds in the pockets of the
prospeetors. Again, the inerease from 15s.
to £1 per week for prospectors on susten-
ance is something that is highly appreciated
by the great body of prospectors generally.
I meet them frequently, and the expressions
of appreciation I have heard from them show
that the responsible authorities have acecom-
plished a great deal.

I have one complaint to make on behalf
of the prospeetors, and that is in connee-
tion with lease rents. I hope the Chief
Secretary will investigate the position. The
prospectors complain that £24 annual ren-
tal for a 24-acre lease is sometimes a
hardship. TUnder our mining laws a pros-
pector takes up a piece of land that is
called a prospecting area. After holding
it for 12 months he can pet an extension
for a further six months, but he then must
gither give up the ground or convert it into
a lease. If a prospector finds payable gold
and is doing well, it iz only reazongble that
he should pay the rent of £24 a year. No-
body has any complaint to make on that
seore. Very often, however, a man does
well on his lease for 12 months or longer,
but the time comes when the gold cuis out,
and although he is not making a good liv-
ing, he is reluctant to give up his lease,
and at that time the rental proves to be a
hardship. This proposal has been put to
me by the Amalgamated Prospectors of
Western Australia, and although I find
difficulty in submitting any suggestion, T
hope some scheme may be evolved whereby
relief may be given in sueh cases.

I was glad to find in the Speech that fair
rents legislation is to be introduced once
more. I am almost tired of speaking on
the iniquitous rents being charged in Kal-
goorlie, but the position has not altered.
I am pleased that the population of the
goldfields is still inecreasing, and that the
large number of people living there have
abundant faith in the future of Kalgoorlie,
Boulder and the goldfields generally. The
housing problem is very acute and is occa-
sioning anxiety to all public men, I be-
lieve that a solution would be found in the
passing of a fair rents Bill and the extend-
ing of the workers’ homes scheme to the
goldfields. T.ast session we considered a
fair rents Bill that did not receive the

an

approval of some members because it was
designed to apply to all parts of the State.
The conditions on the poldfields are very
different from those existing in other parts
of the State, and I can appreciate the views
of the members who raised that point.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do you think that
the introduction of a fair rents Bill would
encourage builders to erect houses on the
goldfieids?

Hon. E. M. HEENAX: T would not like
fo answey ves o no to thai guestion, but
I do not think it would discourage build-
ing. The average person who invests in
property seeks only a fair retnrn. Simply
because many people havéd been reluctant to
chanee their fortunes in building on the
goldfields, the few who have done so have
reaped the rewards. We do not mind people
who have so invested their money securing
a fair return, but we contend that they
have overstepped the bounds of fairness
and that the residents should be protected
from that class of person.

On coming to the eity from the goldfields
one notiees 2 feeling that the goldficlds ave
transitory, that Kalgoorlie and Boulder will
eollapse again and that the fields generally
do not offer a good investment for a housing
scheme,

Hon, 1. Craig: You de not agree with
that?

Hon, E, M. HEENAN: Those in the best
position to judge are probably the mining
companies, and the majorvity of the big com-
panies are increasing thelr plants and mak-
ing provision for many years of operating.
The Kalgoorlie Municipal Couneil has em-
barked on a sewerage scheme that is to eost
many thousands of pounds, and in additien
is erecting a modern Olympic swimming pool
that will be one of the best of its kind in
the southern hemisphere. Those aunthorities
should be in a position to judge of the future
of the goldficlds, and they are certainly ex-
pressing their faith in the future. One hesi-
tates to dogmatise abont the mining industry
angd the price of gold, hut the indieations are
that the good conditions now prevailing will
continue for many vears. T consider that
the Government would be fully justified in
building wooden houses on the goldfields.
Such a schem: would permit of the utilisa-
tion of Western Australian produets, wounld
provide a considerable amount of employ-
ment and would assist in solving a vital
problem. In addition, it would eonstitute an
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important social serviee by giving working
people, who are rarvely able to save suificient
to buy homes for themselves, an opportunity
to purchase one of those homes. A person
that buys a home of his own, no matter
how humble it might be, becomes a good
law-abiding citizen. He has a stake in the
country and is the better citizen in every
respect.

Last year when I spoke on the Address-
in-reply, I mentioned the sabject of third-
party insarance. I am quite in accord with
the views that have been expressed on this
oceasion.  Another effort is to be made to
legalise the State Insurance Office. I earn-
estly hope that sueh legislation will he passed
this year. I would be prepared to pay
almost any priee to secure its passage. Last
vear’s Bill provided that the State Insurance
Office should be empowered to compete with
the private companies. I would be prepared
to forego much, provided the office were
legalised, The existing position is undoub-
tedly a disgrace. I refer partieularly to the
compulsory provisions of the Workers' Com-
ponsation Aet. We on the goldfields are
repeatedly having brought nnder onr notice
instances of workmen meeting with aecidents
and not heing covered by insurance. Last
vear I told the House of cases that had come
bhefore me, and this year there has been a
suecession of them. A company thai was
operating at Kdjuding exhausted its fonds
and did not pay its preminms with the State
Tnsurance Office. A number of men met
with accidents, and although months have
passed, the claims have not been paid. One
young fellow had one of his hands, not
blown off, but so injured that he will never
regain the use of it. He has been
in St. John of God Hospital for months.
and owes the hospital over £100. The doc-
tor has been generously treating him for
months. He comes to me almost every day
in the week requesting me to do something
for him. The company has gone into liqui-
dation and thg liquidator cannot pay tho
State Insurance Office the preminms that
are owing. Consequently, the State Insur-
anee Office will not rceognise the man’s
claim until the premiums are paid.

Hon. A. Thomson: Were any payments
made by the company to the State Insur-
ance Office previously?

Hon. M. . HEENXAN: Yes. The Staie
Insurance Office adopis the atiitude—prob-
ably a reasonable one—that it will not pay the
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¢laims for compensation until the premium
is paid. My contention is that such a state
of affairs should never have been allowed
to arise. Workers’ compensation insurance
shonld be compulsory, and any person about
to employ a worker in any occupation, let
alone such a dangerons occupation as
mining, should be obliged to take out the
CCESSATY COVEr.

Hon. A. Thomson: T quite agree with you,
but I do think the State Insurance Office
should not have been quite so hard in the
case yon mention.

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: In time, I daresay
the problem will be solved; but in the mean-
time the man of whom I have spoken is
destitute; apparently nothing ean be done
for lim. That secms to he the price we
are paying for not legalising the State In-
surance Office.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No, it is not. A pri-
vate company would have met that claim,
but the State Insuvance Office eannot do so
hecause of advice it has received from the
Crown Law Department.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: My contention is
that if the State Insnrance Office was lega-
lised, such a state of affairs could not arise.
If the State Insurance Office cannot be lega-
lised, then other inswrances offices will have to
he approved. Cases like the onc I have
mentioned should never be allowed to arise.

T now desire to toueh npon one or two
Iocal matters. T express the hope that the
Government will procure additional Diesel
cars, or have them construeted. I have in
mind the line from Kalgoorlie to Laverton
and Leonora, which serves such important
cenfres as Broad Avrow, Menzies, T.econora,
Gwalia, Laverton and Beria. It is a very
busy line. AL present I think three trains
run over it per week and many people travel
by them. The journey from Kalgoorlie to
Laverton ocenpies 13 hours—a whole daw.
A Digsel car would prove a great boon to
the people residing in those distriets. I had
the privilege of travelling on a trial run of
one of those cars, and I think the Covern-
ment would he well advised to have more of
them constructed. I should very mueh like
one in my district.

The practice on the mines, of paying
twice per month instead of fortnightly. pre-
gents a diffieulty. I am afvaid T eannob say
how the position ean be remedied; but per-
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haps Parliament can amend the Mines Regu-
lation Act to overcome the difficulty. The
mines now pay on the 3rd and 18th day of
each month and there is much agitation in
all parts of the goldfields to secure regular
fortnightly pays. The chief sufferers ap-
pear to be housewives and boarding-house
keepers. Miners are charged a weekly rate
by boarding-house keepers, and these unfor-
tunate business people lose two weeks in the
year, or have great difficulty in collecting the
amount due for those two weeks. T sin-
cerely hope something can be done in this
regard.

I congratulate the Government upon the
appointment of Mr. Justice Wolff to the judi-
ciary. Mr. Justice Wolff has a very fine
record of public service and his elevation to
the bench brings credit not only to himself,
but to the Government that appointed him.
Kow that the Government has appointed an
additional judge, I sugeest that he be sent
to eircuit courts at such places as Kal-
goorlie, Geraldton and Albany. Quarterly
sessions have been held in Kalgoorlie for
semc fime and have been prosided vver by
the local magistrate. That is hardly fair to
the magistrate himself or to the litizants,
because matters of grave importance are
dealt with at eouris of sessions. I hope
that in future a judge will preside at the
centres mentioned. That is all T propose to
say in supporting the motion.

I draw attention of members o the fact
that during the fortheoming weeks we are
celebrating a “Back to the Goldfields Month”
at Kalgoorlie and I invite as many members
as possible to visit us,

Hon. L. Craig: Can you seeunre aceommo-
dation for them?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes, I think we
can. Everyone will reeeive a very warm
welcome.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: If members de-
cide to aceept the invitation I have extended
to them, their visit will prove of benefit, be-
cause they will obtain first-hand knowledge
of mafters that are the subject of some of the
Bills that will later be discussed in the House.
Members will be able to judge of the pro-
gress that has been made by the goldfields;
they will be able to investigate the housing
problem, and will he welcomed af meetings
of prospectors and of miners. In addition
to all that, they will, T am sure, have a very
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¢njoyable holiday. I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.8]:
T desire first to offer you, Sir, my congratu-
lations upon your appointment to your high
office. I also congratulate the iwo newly-
cleeted members, Mr. Dimmitt and Mr. W.
R. Hall. I have known Mr. Dimmitt for
many years and have bgen associaled with
Mr. Hall on the State Executive of the
Road Boards’ Assaciation, I heartily join
in the welcome that has been extended to
both these gentlemen.

I desire to express my appreciation of
the work that bas been done by the Govern-
ment in the South-West Province during
the past year, partieularly the re-building
of Cave House, The members for the South-
West Provinece have made many requests
for this work to be put in hand, but there
was considerable-delay. However, the long
wait has been rewarded by the commence-
ment of the magnificent building at Yal-
lingup, and great credit is due to the

the matter. His assistance is also keenly
appreciated by the loecal authorities.

I regret I am unable te the congratulate
the Government upon the legislative pro-
gramme set out in the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech, Measures similar to several of
those mentioned in the Speech bave already
been dealt with by the House, but there
appears fo be no reference to a poliey to
adjust the unfortunate unemployment posi-
tion. .

Many parts of the State are crying out
for water supply schemes. Most of them
are essential and must evenfually be puot in
hand. Is not this the time when such re-
produnctive works should be undertaken? I
understand that at present many men are
receiving rations, and that hundreds are
employed on Government relief work, That
is a wrong policy, when one considervs the
possibilities of the State. We are continu-
ally being told that the State depends prin-
cipally upon the primary produetion. Yet
in the fertile Harvey distriet production
is practically at a standstill owing to the
inadequate water supply. Many represen-
tations have been made to the Government
to effect an improvement, but the position

is still acute, and while the irrigation area

has been resiricted, farmers are stifl un-
able to obtain sufficient water for their re-
quirements. The irrigation scheme at Har-
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vey is recognised as a very great asset to
the State.

Hon. T. Moore: Are the people at Har-
vey paying their rates?

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Yes. In the mean-
time, further progress there is impossible.
The Waroona irrigation scheme has not
been established very long, but there also
trouble is foreseen in the near future if
more water is not made available, Irriga-
tion has done much for those distriets and
the benefit will be felt increasingly with
the passing of the years. I understand that
the present storage facilities are near the
limit of safety, which represents less than
two-thirds of the area originally intended
to be watered. Waroona has the advantage
of a condensed milk factory, which is owned
by the Nestle milk company, and the man-
ager, Mr. Appleby, who is a keen business
man, has experienced difficulty in the dry
season of the year in obtaining sufficient
milk to allow of economiec working. The
faetory is treating 4,000 gallons of milk
daily. The company pays £2,000 a month
for snpplies and exports over 1,000 cases of
milk every week. An important factor, too,
is that this industry relieves the supply of
butier fat, because the milk is not separ-
ated. Surely, this is a valuable industry
and deserves full eonsideration in conjune-
tion with the urgent need for a better water
supnly for that eentre.

Member: What do the producers get for
their milk at the factory?

Hon. H. TUCKEY: The price is hazed on
butter fat rates, plus 4%%d,

Hon. L. Craig: They pay 4l4d.

Hon. T. Moore: How much do they re-
ceive per gallon?

Hon. H. TUCKEY : I cannot sav.

Hon. L. Craig: About 8d.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I think 7%d. or 8d.
a gallon. One of onr most urgent problems
is conntry water supplies. Millions of gal-
lons of water run to waste in the winter,
and there is a serious shortage in the sum-
mer. When Mr. MeCallum was Minister for
Works, he said that in 1948 the Canning
Dam would he over-taxed, and then attention
would have to be directed to the Serpentine
River, 30 miles south of Perth. At this
rate, many more water schemes will be re-
quired to supply the metropolitan area in
the future. I am advised by a professional
man that the possibilities of the Avon River
for water conservation have been dis-
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regarded.  This river is . said to have the
right fall and to possess a tremendous cateh-
ment area and more water could be im-
pounded there than in all the other com-
pleted schemes ecombined, If that is so, the
possibilities should be investigated before
the Serpentine supply is taken from the
farmers in that distriet. Serpentine is a
rural  centre, and the farmers there feel
greatly concerned. The Great Southern dis-
tricts appear to be faced with a similar pro-
blem, which is becoming increasingly serious.

1 wns pleased to hear Mr. Piesse express
hise.f as agreeably surprised at the remark-
able earrying capacity of the farms he had
seen during a recent visit to the South-West.
That part of the State is making rapid pro-
eress. Most of our export industries are
sitnated there, and everything possible
should be done to encourage further develop-
ment. I agree with the remarks of other
speakers about the unsatisfactory state of
the Bunbury Harbonr. The good work done
in the past should at least be maintained.
An up-to-date dredge would not cost more
to work than the old one now being used,
and a new dredge would be able to maintair
a greater depth of water.  Producers will
continue to press for better shipping facili-
ties at Bunbury, principally to eliminate the
oxtra cost of railage to Fremantle.

Every industry in the South-West is doing
very well. The manufacture of butter last
vear inereased by 22 per cent., and the fat-
lamb indnstry is expanding beyond expecta-
tions. One farmer seitled in my distriet only
four or five years ago, and this year he tailed
1.100 lamhs. Right through the Bridgetown
and the Upper Blackwood district farmers
are breeding more lambs. In my opinion,
too much is being said about the necessity
for having the right type of ewe and, with
so mueh eriticism, inexperienced people
might take the view that to engage in fat-
lamh raising would be unprofitable unless
they conld obtain a certain fype of ewe.
That is not so, and, furthermore, if everyone
waited until he could breed from a partien-
lar type, much time and money would be
lost. Not long ago I obtained 21s. for Mer-
ino lambs at a hig lamb sale, and Scuthdown-
eross lambs hrought up to 24s. at the same
sale. Experts do not always agree, and my
advice wonld he to use common sense and
breed as near as possible to the type that
buyers prefer. Most farmers are trying to
improve their flocks to meet requirements.
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Members were asked by Mr, Wood to take
nofice of his remarks on the wheat guestion.
I do not think we have any grudge against
the wheat farmer. In fact, our attitude is
just the reverse. I am satisfied that the
wheat-farmer is entitled to all possible con-
sideration, and that it wounld be good for the
whole State if the industry could be put on
a sound basis. I shall give it my full sup-
port at all times. The wool industry is in
a better position, inasmuch as the world is
not over-supplied. I consider, however, that
wool-growers have a difficuit time ahead, and
no carcless attempt should be made to die-
tate prices and terms that ave likely fo en-
courage the manufacture and use of sub-
stitutes. Let us try to win back some of our
old markets and thus ereate more competi-
tion. The industry is of vital importance to
Australia, and no effort or expense wonld be
too great in order to protect the trade.

I agree with Mr. Angelo that the ever-
inereasing number of road accidents should
receive the atfention of the Governmeni.
Hundreds of people are heing killed or in-
jured every year, and it is fime steps were
taken fo preveni excessive speeding which,
in my opinion, is the caunse of most of the
fatal accidents. I have previously expressed
the view that the only way fo prevent speed-
ing is to bave aftixed to motor engines gover-
nors limiting the speed o 40 or 50 miles an
hour. The limiting of speed by regulation
alone has proved a failure. Mr. Angelo was
correct in stating that his fignres represented
accidents in the metropolitan area only. They
covered the vear 1937-38 and indicated that
during that period 71 fatal accidents and
405 serions accidents had oceurred. Even
more accidents occur in the country distriefs.
T have not actually witnessed many accidents,
hut I have arrived on the scene shortly after
such occurrences on different main roads in
the country. In one accident eight people
were injured; onc died almost immediately
and six were hadly hurt. On another ocea-
sion five people were travelling to Bunbury
when the car swerved off the road and eol-
lided with a tree. Three of the five were
killed. In a third instance two out of three
people were killed. If accidents in the eoun-
try and in the metropolitan area were total-
led the figures would indeed be alarming. I
should like Pavliament to make many amend-
ments to the Traffic Aet. For instance, car
drivers should he compelled to stop before
crossing any main thoroughfares or should
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be held respensible for the consequences in
the event of an aceident.

Hon., A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. TUCKEY : I assume we shall have
an opportunity of dealing with amendments
to that Act during the session, and on that
occasion I shall have more to say about the
matter. Mr. W. R. Hall said that more
money should be spent on the Great Eastern
Highway. The main road authorities have
had many problems to solve, and T think it
is admitted that the claims of all main roads
on the available funds have been carefully
considered. Several roads in the wet dis-
tricts of the South-West are yet unfiniched.
It may be of interest to mention that 3,000
miles of main roads have been declared.
Of these 713 miles have been completed;
226 miles arc under -construetion, and
119 miles have been approved. That
makes a total of 1,068 miles eompleted,
under construction and approved, equal fo
one-third of the total declared. Consider-
ing all the cireumstances, this is a very fine
achievement and the Divector (Mr. Tindale)
and his staff should he congratulated.

As to the much-diseussed rabhit virus, the
Road Beards’® Conference a few days ago de-
cided to ask the Government to make appli-
cation to the Commonwealth for a supply
of the virns for use in this State. The re-
sult of the request is being awaited. Aeccord-
ing to reports, the virus will prove to be
one of the best methods of dealing with the
pest, and T frust that the Council for Scien-
tific and Industrial Research will recommend
its being made available at the earliest pos-
sihle date.

I regret that the Government found it
necessary to bring a man from the Eastern
States to fill the office of Chief Inspector of
Fisheries. When the former Chief Inspee-
tor (Mr. Aldrich) was appointed, we were
told that the Government wanted a man that
understood hatcheries, the intention being to
cxpand the industry in every possible diree-
tion. TLoeal applicants were said fo be
unsuitable for the position. Mr. Aldrich,
however, did not have a chanece to do very
much hecause his department, in spite of the
faet that considerable revenue was received
from the industry, was not granted the neces-
sary funds. The consequence has been that
the industry has declined. The staff has heen
reduced, and the inspectors that remain in
the department appear to be engaged prin-
cipally in collecting fees. I understand that
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the new Chief Inspeetor is a very competent
man, bui my point i{s that we have men
in the serviee capable of doing all the work
that is being performed by the department
fo-day, and the appointment of a man from
the Eastern States is not in conformity with
the Government’s slogan of putting Western
Australia Arst.

Something should be done to assist in the
distribution of fish. OQwing to the state of
the Perth markets, the representative of the
Mandurah fishermen was instrueted not to
allow their fish to he sold for less than a
certain price. I am told that, in eonsequenes,
several truck loads of fish were given away
to institutions.  The fishermen concerned
number about 100. They are Australians,
and most of them are married and have
families to maintain. They have license fecs
and other obligations fo meet and cannot
be expeected to make a living wunder such
adverse conditions.

Hon. A, Thomson: Hew many fishermen
are there?

Hon, H. TUCEKEY : Nearly 100; and most
of them arc married.

Hon, A. Thomson; Are they Britishers or
foreigners?

Hon. A. TUCKEY : They arve Australians.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Where are they?

Hon. H. TUCKEY : At Mandurah: I de-
sire to refer to the Fish and Game Society.
Branches of the society have been formed
in many parts of the South-West by people
who hope to do something to improve fishing
in the streams of the South-West. They
have spent a good deal of time and money,
but have not received the support from the
Government that was expected. The Govern-
ment should take more interest in the move-
ment and assist branches of the society to
import trout for liberation in the streams of
the South-West. The necessary experimental
work cannot be carried out without money.
The Govermment has granted the society one
or two small amounts, but I hope further
assistance will be rendered.

Hon. A, Thomson: I agree that a large
sum of money should he expended in assist-
ing that projeet.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: In most instances
good results have heen attained, but fur-
ther investigation is required. We want to
find out the enemies of fish in the different
streams, and methods of dealing with them.

Hon. A, Thomson: If trout conld be estab-
lished in those streams, tourists would be
eneouraged to come here.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Yes, the scheme
should do much to increase tourist traffic.
Last year a friend of mine arrived fromn
overseas to do some fishing in this country.
He stayed four or five months and spent
£400. His sole aim was to engage in the
sport of fishing. He was very disappointed.
He remarked to me that unless the Govern-
ment provided more attractions for tourists,
they counld not he cxpected to come here.
He also said that probahly many people
would come here if they eould get the type
of sport they wanted. I was sorry he was
disappointed, as I thought he would have
been a regular visitor, if sufficient attrae-
tions eould be found for him. Other speakers
have referred to the condition of the schools
in thely provinces. The position scems to he
the same all over the State. Tn my province
the schools could hardly be in a worse state.
We have been promised a school for some
vears, and were told three vears ago that
it was No. 1 on the list of urgent public
works.

Hon. A. Thomson: Is it stili “urgent”?

Hon. H. TUCKEY : Last year it dropped
to No. 5. I do not know where it is to-day.
To be No. 1 on the list doez not count for
much. I was surprised to read in the “West
Australian’ that a new high school was to
be built at Geraldton as soon as funds were
available. Apparently money is no object.
Scemingly thousands of pounds can be found
for the larger centres witliout any trouble.
I realise that a large sumn of moncy would
be needed to effect the necessary improve-
ments throughout the Staie, and that the
Government eannot he expeeted to do every-
thing at once. The condition of some of
the country schools is deplorable, 1 know
one school where, during the winter, the
teacher has to move the 30 or 40 infants
from one side of the room to another, ac-
cording to the way the wind is blowing. If
the wind is from the west the children have
to he moved to a certain part of the room,
and a shift to another point of the compass
necessitates the children being moved again
to avoid getting wet. Some slight improve-
ment has been effected, but the position is
still bad.

Several Bills were brought down at the
end of last session. [ feel sure that if the
Bread Act, which has been so mnech dis-
cussed, were brought down again, the Gov-
croment, realising that it is not all that was
desired, would put it into dilferent form. I
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also fee) coneerned about the Electrieity Act,
which affects 127 road boards. The Bill was
passed before the loeal authorities had an
opportunity to hecome acquainted with its
provigions. Many of them knew nothing at
all ahout it. T ask the Government in foture
to introduce such Bills much earlier in the
session, To introduce a measare of such im-
portance, and affecting so many loeal gov.
erning bodies, at the fag end of the session
is not fair. XNeither is it fair to the repre-
sentatives of the people that legislation
should be submifted so late. When the
Electricity Bill was being considered, we tried
to secure an amendment providing for the
appointment of a representative of the road
boards to the board. The Minister, however,
objected. T am still of opinion that the local
governing hodies should be represcnted on
the board. The Sussex Road Board was
about to extend its electricity plant when
the Bill was passed. In January the road
board put its scheme in motion, knowing
nothing about the Bill. Some of the plant
for the extension had heen purchased and
the local anthovity was then told that nothing
conld he done without the consent of the
board. Five months have now elapsed with-
ont the local authority heing ahle to obtain
any information, We ean expect certain
delays to occur when a new Aect is passed,
but five months is rather too long to keep a
road hoard waiting for a decision on such an
important matter. Representation of the
Road Boards’ Association on the electricity
beard would make for smoother working.
It is a great pity the amendment was not
agreed to, but something should be done to
ensure smoother working of the Act. When
the Fair Rent= Bili comes hefore us, T shall
be prepared to disenss if. We do not yet
know what proposals it will contain.

The Transport Board is to be commended
for the improvements that have been
effected. Mr, Millen has done very well. He
scems fo have co-operated with the people
affected and to have done his job in a satis-
factory manner. iz is a bhig task. Parlia.
ment  passed  the transport legislation to
assist the railways. My great objection is
that it affect= only the country people. As
in most other instances, the eountry people
have to pay. Much has been said about the
improvement in the railway figures. That is
largely due to the efforts of the Transport
Board. The wetropolitan area contributes
very little to  railway freights and fares,
which, in the main, are paid for by the
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country people. 1f we have to make up the
deficit on the railways, the whole State
should share the burden. TPeople sending
goods from Fremantle to Midland Junction
should contribute something towards the rail-
way defieit, just as would people sending
gooeds from Perth to Pinjarra. The present
arrangement is one-sided. Althongh the
railways have reached a better position, it is
not fair that the conntry people should he
made so largely responsible for the improve-
ment. [ support the motion.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) (35.40]: [
congratulate vou, Sir, upon your re-cleetion
to the high olfice of President. We have
already done this, but members individually
havae thought fit to congratulate you, and if
one of us omitted to do so, he might be
thought to have done so purposely. I nlso
welcome the new members. I hope that they
will have a pleasant time amongst us, and
that the State, through their guidance, will
attain great prosperity. I sincerely regret
the passing of our csteemed friend, Mr.
Elliott. He eertainly was one of these who
made friends, und we all regrel his demise.
I have been in the Chamber for a long time
and have heard criticism levelled at many
Governments. To my mind only mild evibi-
cism has been levelled at the present Gov-
ernment, showing that it must be doing a
fairly good job.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Perhaps members
have only been firing blank cartridges.

Hon. T. MOORE: Those who have pro-
tested have done so on very trivial grounds.
There was one protest about the engagement
of a person who happened to be a friend of
the party in power. I should like members
who have offered that criticism to say
whether they would not, when in power, pass
over Labour supporters in filling positions.
I am sure that Mr. Holmes, when he was
Minister for Railways, did not, in filling
positions, go beyvond those he knew well.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Times were different
then.

Hon. T. MOORE ; If that is the only fault
the Government has commitied, namely, to
appoint someone who had Labour leanings,
it is a verv poor eharge to have to answer.
Reference has been made to trouble at Collie.
I believe in getting through this world with
as little industrial unrest as possible. In
times past, because Governments did not do
the right thing, we had weeks and months of
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tronble. We want to avoid all that and to
arrive at a solution before trouble actually
occurs. We want fo prevent any disputes
that ihreaten to erop up. We in this State
have been particularly fortunate for many
years with respect to industrial upheavals.
Seeing that we have got over our industrial
difforences in previons years, why shomld
memhers pick on something now and endea-
vour to show that we are heading towards
more treuble? Up to dale the Government
has done well, Every family has its troubles,
and in the industrial field we cannot hope to
avoid them. The Government, however, has
rrappled with all these things in the early
slages, and we have surmounted them
quickly. The eriticism that has been levelled
against the Government satisfies me that it
has made a fairly good job of its handling
of the State’s affairs. Members ask why the
Government has not done this and that.
They ask that heedlessly. If we considered
wlhat all these requests meant, we mnst ask
onrselves where all the money was to.come
from. To carry out all the requests that are
made wounld be an impossible task. Mr. Dim-
mitt had the idea that the Government should
step into the breach. He received applausc
from members when he said, “After all, we
shonld look after our assets.” His statement
sounded really fine, but the asset he was
worried about was n piece of ground at Ned-
lands, a verv rieh suburb.

Hon. TT. 8. W. Parker: Rieh in its repre-
sentation.

Hon. T. MOORE: T agree. People in the
country districts are not nearly so well off
as are the people at Nedlands, hut they do
not approach the Government to do this, that
and the other. What Mr. Dimmitt termed
an asset was apparently a playing ground.
What we want in the country is schools. For
the newer areas we are always requesting
schools, They are more necessary than are
playing grounds, although I hope these, too,
may he brought into existence.  The hon.
member scems to think that the Government
should do this, that and the other, but the
asset that the Government has looked after
is the asset I myself am always solicitous for,

namely, the people of the ecountry. In help-—

ing the unemployed the Government has had
its hands full. Tt is the people who represent
the greatest asset. I am not worried about
property while the human asset is at stake.
That is the asset Mr. Dimmitt should con-

[COUNCIL.]

sider if he wants this State to prosper.
The women and children as well as the men
of the State have had a rough spin. Mem-
bers are aware of that fact; they know what
we have passed through during the past few
years, but there is no harm in again direct-
ing attention to it. The women and children
will be the asset that T will seek to look
after while T am in this House.

Regarding the ountlook teday, the Govern-
ment will have a hard row to hoe, because
with all the requests that ave being ad-
vaneed, the national income will be down.
The national income has been falling as it
i5; we are aware that there have been appal-
ling falls in the prices of wheat and wool,
and now, because the Staftes have not the
cash, we are trying to induee the Common-
wealth to do something to assist the wheat-
prowers. We know that the Commonwealth
is in a position to raise the money, Unless
action 1s taken the position will be some-
thing like that experienced in 1930 when
wheat fell to 2s. a bushel, and woel also
fell to a very low rate. So, from that point
of view, I am particularly alarmed. I hope
I shall not be called a pessimist, but T face
the facts. We must not fail to realise that
it is the people in the couniry that ave keep-
ing the State going, not those that live at
Nedlands. Many of the Nedlands residents
are middlemen who live on the man on the
land.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They are what are
called parasites.

Hon. T- MOORE: T have no desire to eall
anyone by that name. Anyway, I have ex-
plained the position as I view it te-day.
TWe are going to experience great diffieulty
in carrying on the main indusiries of the
country. With regard to the wants that
have been referred to by members in thig
House, it would seem, in respect of employ-
ment, that during the last few years the ery
all the time has been, “What is the Govern-
ment going to do about it?” In days gone
by it was, “Good old privaté enterprise”
that we had to lean on. What has hap-
pened to private enteeprise? Has it died a
natural death?®

Hon. A. Thomson: The Government has
taken over a million pounds from private
enterprise by means of the financial emer-
geney tax.

Hon. T. MOORFE: Private enterprise is
not mentioned to-day. We were fortunate
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in this country in having the mining in-
dustry to assist us, and I direet members’
attention to this faet that whilst we are
having a prosperous time on the goldfields,
we are sending out a crop of fine young men
as prospectors, and I foresee that in the
vears to come we shall experience the same
set of cireumstances as those through which
we bave passed, namely, that those young
men will be taken into the mines as fine
healthy young Australians, and they will
emerge later on, only to fall back into our
hands, in spite of what is regarded as the
wonderful ventilation that is provided be-
low ground. While goldmining is booming
as it is to-day, I trust that the State will
make the best possible use of the advantage
being gained from it and do something to
tide us over the sitnation until the industry
goes down. We must nef forget that gold
is a wasting asset, and if my suggestion is
carried out, it will he possible in the inter-
val to put other industries on a decent
footing.

I should like to call attention to another
mattter, reference to which I do not think
has been made by any other member in the
course of the dehate. I refer to yet an-
other steal of State rights by the Common-
wealth, and against this T wish to register
my protest. I refer to national insurance.
I draw members’ attention to the fact that
a considerable sum of money is going to
be taken by the Commonwealth from em-
ployers, while the workers are to be taxed—
a section of the workers, not all. Let us
consider how this will ¢come about. When
Federation was entered into, the Common-
wealth agreed to take over our old-age pen-
sioners, That was the business of the Com-
monwealth and i1t was earried on for years.
It has, however, always been a troublesome
burden. Let us not forget at the same time
that the Commonwealth has had eontrol of
indireet taxation through which everybody
paid. The Commonwealth still has that
field. Then the Commonwealth imposed an
income tax, something that it was not en-
titled to do, and at the end of almost every
finaneial year its coffers were full or over-
flowing. Last year the Commonwealth had
a  bursting Treasury, its surplus hav-
ing heen over £3,000,000. Then what
does the Commonwealth’ do? It de-
clares that the pensions burden s
too heavy to be ecarried, brings in the
national insurance scheme and in that way
inflicts another penaliy in the form of tax-
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ation on the people of the States. This is
going to be a very heavy load for the
people to carry. That surely was a Com-
monwealth responsibility, but it has been
put on the States and we have no chance
of getting out of it. The money is fo be
taken from us and handled by the Com-
monwealth to meet old-age pensions. There
was a time when I was a strong Federa-
tionist, but I am slipping. If this kind of
thing continues, where are we going to
finisk? The Commonwealth is loading us
up all the time. One particular section of
the community proposes to go on strike
rather than pay. That section is the far-
mers of this country, and I say they are
Justly entitled to do so. Should they go
on strike I shall be wholeheartedly with
them. We must register a protest, or else
the Commonwealth will go on taking and
taking until we have nothing left. Surely
the Commonwealth has a big enough field
to exploit—the field of indirect taxation,

In respect of unemployment, the present
State Covernment has done partieulariv
well in the distriet I represent, especially
whera marriad men are eoncerned, and T
wish the peopie to understand that elearly.
I have had less trouble from the unem-
ploved during the period the present Gov-
ernment has been in power than I had had
for years, and I commend the Government
for the work it has done in the Geraldton
disériet. There may have been isolated
cases of distress or diffieulty, but they were
very few. Recently there was trouble np
that way when one of the loeal members
rushed into prini. Three men had been
employed on a ecertain work and had com-
pleted the work. They did not want any-
one to know that they were out of employ-
ment and so did not register. They were
waiting for the same job to start again.
But they found that it did not start, and
they rushed to one of the local memhers,
Only two or three men were involved, and
so on the whole I consider we have done
very well by the people in the distriet I
represent.

There are some who can weep over almost
anything that is done by a Lahour Government
bot when their own Government was in
power, and when things certainly were in a
deplorable condition, thev Fad nothing to
say. Mr. Baxter is aware of the circumstances
existing at the titne when monev was being
collecied every week from those who were
in employment, Another party was in
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power then and there was no weeping or
wailing. Bat the scene changes, and to-day
I suy that everything is right and the ehange
is for the better. I hope the Government
will be returned in Mareh to contitme is
good work.

Hon. €. F. Baxter interjected.

Hon. T. MOORE: I do not deny that the
previous Government experienced bad times,
and T wili give it eredit to that extent, bus
there are members who wail now but whe
were silent at that time. It is remavkable
also that in that period there was a Com-
monwealth Labour Government and that
Government, too, was having just as bad n
time, but it made an honest attempt to give
us 3s. a bushe] for our wheat. WWhen the
proposal was made the Government had to
pass a Bill throngh the House o guarantee
us 3s. Of course, the Commonwealth Bank
being owned and controlled by the Asso-
ciated Banks said, “No, don’t pay,” and we
hover got it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: When did the Com-
monwealth Bank pass over to the control of
the Associated Banks?

Hon, T. MOORE: The Commonwealth
Bank was the only bank that could have
provided the money.

Hon. A. Thomson: I thought the Com-
monwealth Government was supreme over
all the hanks.

Hon. T. MOORE: Ts it? We went through
bad times and I know that every Govern-
ment then in power grappled with those
bad times. I will give cur own Government
—the Government now in power—eredit for
its work and for trying just as hard as those
that had gone hefore it to make a good job
of the diffieult sitwation, I commend the
Government for it.

One other matter to which I wish to refer
is that of land rents. Unfortunately the
greater portion of this State was settled at
a time when the prices of wheat and wool
were at a high figure. Wheat was worth
£1 a hag and wool was bringing between 2s,
and 3s. a lh. The inner aveas were all taken
up, and settlers wanted fo go out further
and further each year. Unfortunately the
Lands Department priced the land too
highly, and sinee then there has been a relue-
tance to bring the prices down. T am refer-
ring now to the marginal areas. Every coun-
try represzentative has those areas in his dis-
trict. Go fo the Lands Department and one
will he told, “Why worry; we are not press-
ing for the rents.”

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. Thomson: No Government ever
does press for them.

Hon. T. MOORE: No, but the peint is
that the rents are being debited against the
settlers. Year after year the amount owing
is dehited against them, and that is not a
business proposition. No man would remain
on the land if he knew what he was up
against and the rents were such that
they were beyond his capacity to pay.
The sooner the Government realises that the
price of the land held by farmers in the
outer arcas should be reduced, the sooncr
will the men on the land have some hope re-
garding their financial position. When that
day arrives, they will make an attempt to
meet their obligations. As it is, the farmers
know that they cannot pay their total in-
debtedness and do not make an attempt to
reduce it. I do not blame them for their
attitude. The position is quite different, for
instanee, in the arca where Mr, Holmes is
located. In that new and fertile area, crops
ran to 10 and 12 bags to the acre, but in
the outer arcas of which I speak, the returns
would be 10 to 12 bushels. That indicates
the tremecndous difference between the two
classes of country, and one would naturally
think that the prices would disclose a rela-
tive margin, Unfortunatelv they do not.
Those outer arcas were taken up with the
prices fixed on the basis of boom conditions,
and there is great refuctance to reduce those
prices to figures more in keeping with the
real value of the land.

Hon. A. Thomson: What prices were paid
for the land?

Hon. T. MOORE: From 6s. to 8s, an acre
for the land I refer to. The roinfall is very
light and, in addition, the land does not
possess the necessary growing qualities. T
conld take members to some parts where,
trrespective of whether the bloek is fallowed
or not, the farmer eannot secure results.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Then it is not wheat-
growing country.

Hon, T. MOORE: That is the point. Mr.
Holmes knowg the position and agrees with
me. Unfortunately that area is settled and
the farmers are there. In the circumstances,
the sooner the price of their 1and is redueed,
the hetter it will be for all concerned.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Some of the agricul-
tural land was priced as high az 27s, Gd.
an acre,

Hon. T. MOORE : Yez, In Victoria, which
is a very fertile little State, land was valued
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as high as £1 an acre. In conclusion, I de-
sire to eommend the Main Roads Depart-
ment and the Commissioner for Main Roads
upon the excellent work carried out in the
country distriets. A tremendous task had
to be undertaken and the board set about it
in an energetic manner. Of eourse, com-
plaints are made and naturally we in our
part do not consider we have had our fair
share of hitumen surfacing. We think that
too much has been done in the South-West
and not enough in our area. Nevertheless
I commend the department for the great
work that has heen done. It is now possible
to travel from Perth to the North-West in a
comparatively very short space of time.
When we know that such good work has
been accomplished, we should express our
commendation, not only of My. Tindale and
his officers, but of the men who actually did
the work, despite the fact that some people
say there have been loafers on the job.

Hon. A. Thomson:
catly all trained men.

Hon. T, MOORE: Yes, but they were not
trained to fthe joh when they starvted, and
they have earvied out excellent work. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion,

H. 8. W. Parker,

They are now praeti-

On motion by Hon.
debate adjounrned.

House adjourned at 6.4 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read praycrs.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, GOLDFIELDS
EXPRESS TRAINS,.
Second-class Passengers, Additional
Comforts.
STYANTS ask('d the Minister

th. Tnilae L T e e
As the Hailway Deparitment re-

My, for
Railways:
ceives about threec times as much revenue
from sccond eclass passengers as from fivst
class passengers in fares from Kalgoorlie,
and for approximately the same outlay, will
he consider providing additional comforts
on all express trains for second elass pas-
sengers, such as—(a) move comfortable
sleeping accommodation: {b) foot warmers;
{e} hot water bottles for those booking
sleepers; (d) lounge car accommodation,

The MINISTER FOR RAILTWAYS re-
plied : The question of increasing the ameni-
ties provided for all passengers (ineluding
those travelling second elass) is and hcs
been constantly bhefore the Commissioner of
Railways. Considerable improvement has,
as members are aware, been made and it is
hoped to provide additional comforts as cir-
cumstanees permit.

CONSTITUTIONALITY OF SPEAKER'S
POSITION.
Paint of Order.

MR. HUGHES (Fast Perth) [4.33]: 1
rise to a point of order. This House is not
properly constituted for the eonduct of busi-
ness on the following srounds:—

I'n view of the fact that Mr. William Dart.
nell Johuson when last eleeted to the Tegis-



